REPORT  OF  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1924. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 

County  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  this  report  on  the  health  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  for  the  year  1924.  Nineteen- 
twenty-four  was  a less  healthy  year  than  the  previous  one,  as  shown  by  the  increased  general  death  rate  and 

infant  mortality  rate. 

Progress  is  recorded  in  the  development  of  your  Tuberculosis  and  your  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Schemes. 

The  public  health  service  of  the  Island  suffered  a great  loss  in  the  death  in  October  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Gibson, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  years  of  the  Rural  District  and  of  East  Cowes  and  Medical  Officer  to  the  Infectious 
Hospital  at  Fairlee.  No  permanent  appointment  in  his  place  has  yet  been  made.  A scheme  for  Diseases 
combination  of  these  districts  with  others  is  now  under  consideration. 

Intimation  has  been  received  from  the  Minister  of  Health  that  the  report  for  1925  should  be  a survey  report 
of  a complete  character.  In  these  circumstances  the  present  report  is  brief. 


County  Hall, 

Newport,  I.W., 
August,  1925. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FAIRDEY. 
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The  principal  sources  of  information  in  this  report  are  the  annual  reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  and  the  Registrar  General’s  figures. 


Table  I. — General  Statistics. 


Sanitary  Authority. 

Medical  Officer. 

Area 
in  Acres. 

Population 
at  1921 
Census. 

Structurally 
Separate 
Dwellings 
occupied  at 
1921  Census. 

Assessable 

Value. 

i 

Produce  of 
id.  in  the  £ on 
Assessable 
Value. 
t 

IAV.  Rural  District 

Dr.  H.W.  Ewen  (acting)  

86250 

30Q10* 

6785 

168560 

6 73 

Cowes  U.D. 

Dr.  T.  A.  Mayo  

1261 

9995* 

2390 

56254 

234 

East  Cowes  U.D.... 

Dr.  H.  W. Ewen  (acting)  ... 

604 

4642 

1143 

21115 

88 

Newport  M.B. 

Dr.  S.  Foster  ...  

504 

1 103 1 

2653 

50008 

208 

Ryde  M.B. 

Dr.  D.  Firman-Edwards 

820 

1 1 294 

2735 

74283 

310 

St.  Helens  U.D.  ... 

Dr.  U.  U.  Preston  

1941 

5706 

1269 

31224 

130 

Sandown  U.D. 

Dr.  A.  Barber  

1223 

7661 

1290 

42640 

178 

Shanklin  U.D. 

Dr.  J.  Cowper  

798 

7368 

1006 

39739 

166 

Ventnor  U.D. 

Dr.  R.  T.  Cooke  

745 

6059 

1238 

39525 

165 

Whole  County 



94146 

94666 

20509 

523348 

2152 

* A portion  of  the  Rural  District  (approximately  675  acres  with  a population  of  about  893)  was  transferred 
to  the  Urban  District  of  Cowes  as  from  April  1st,  1923. 

X Taken  from  County  Council  Year  Book  (to  the  nearest  £). 


VITAL,  STATISTICS.  - 

Table  II. — Vital  Statistics  of  all  Districts. 


Rural 

East 

st. 

Ventnor. 

Whole 

England  & 

Area. 

District. 

Cowes. 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Helens.  , 

Sandown. 

Shanklin. 

County. 

Wales : Rates 

per  1,000. 

Mortality  from  Tuberculosis 

per  1,000  estimated  popu- 
lation 

0.7 

I-9 

i-7 

0.6 

1.0 

O.4 

0.7 

0.5 

I .0 

0.9 

Total  No.  of  Deaths  from 

Tuberculosis  

21 

20 

8 

7 

II 

2 

4 

2 

5 

80 

Males 

14 

10 

5 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

4 

44 

Females 

7 

10 

3 

4 

7 

0 

3 

1 

I 

36 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  ... 

14-5 

i5-3 

14. 1 

17.9 

12.6 

13-3 

14. 1 

10.4 

12.3 

14-5 

18.8 

Total  No.  of  Births  ... 

426 

163 

67 

201 

134 

70 

77 

44 

6l 

1243 

Males 

214 

92 

34 

102 

76 

3i 

40 

25 

35 

649 

Females 

212 

71 

33 

99 

58 

39 

37 

19 

26 

594 

Legitimate  : Males 

208 

86 

33 

97 

66 

30 

37 

23 

32 

612 

Females  ... 

203 

67 

29 

92 

56 

37 

34 

18 

23 

559 

Illegitimate  : Males 

6 

6 

1 

5 

10 

1 

3 

2 

3 

37 

Females  ... 

9 

4 

4 

7 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

35 

Total  No.  of  Deaths 

348 

151 

7i 

i54 

192 

53 

96 

72 

68 

1205 

Males 

172 

72 

39 

75 

82 

27 

40 

27 

30 

564 

Females  ... 

176 

79 

32 

79 

no 

26 

56 

45 

38 

641 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

12. 1 

14.2 

14.9 

i3-7 

18. 1 

10. 1 

17.6 

16.9 

13-7 

14.02 

12.2 

of  age  per  1,000  Births  : 

70.8 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

46.9 

85-9 

89.6 

59-7 

in. 9 

85-7 

5i-9 

113.6 

98.4 

75-o 

Total  Infantile  Deaths  ... 
No.  of  Deaths  of  Legiti- 

20 

14 

6 

12 

15 

6 

4 

5 

6 

88 

mate : Males 

9 

7 

2 

7 

7 

2 

1 

3 

3 

4i 

Females  ... 

10 

4 

3 

5 

5 

3 

3 

2 

3 

38 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Illegiti- 

mate  Males 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Females  ... 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

2 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0.12 

(all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0. 10 

2 years  of  age) 

2 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Population — 

Registrar-General’s  estimate 

29280* 

28720! 

10630 

4752 

11250 

10620 

5260 

5450 

4246 

4972 

86460* 

8590°! 

* Estimated  population  for  the  purpose  of  calculating  the  birth  rate, 
t „ „ „ death  rate. 


Compared  with  1923  there  were  35  fewer  births  and  224  more  deaths.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
was  38,  giving  a natural  increase  of  population  of  0.4  per  1,000. 

The  birth  rate  of  14.5  per  1,000  (14.9  in  1923)  is  the  lowest  of  which  we  have  record,  i.e.  for  26  years.  The 
number  of  illegitimate  births  remains  about  constant,  being  72  in  1924  and  73  and  71  the  two  previous  years. 
There  were  9 deaths  of  illegitimate  infants,  i.e.,  at  the  rate  of  125  per  1,000  births,  which  compares  with  a death 
rate  among  legitimate  infants  of  67.5  per  1,000  births.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  70.8  (38.4  in  1923). 

The  general  death  rate  per  1,000  was  14.02  (11.4  in  1923),  the  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
being  12.2.  More  than  half  the  total  deaths  were  of  persons  age  65  years  or  more,  and  over  one-third  were  of 
75  years  or  more.  (See  Table  III.) 
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Table  III. — Causes  of  Death  in  the  Administrative  County  During  the  Year  1924,  Relating  to  Civilians 

only,  at  Different  Periods  of  Life. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

0. 

I. 

2 to  4. 

5 to  14. 

15  to  24. 

25  to  44. 

45  to  64. 

65  to  74- 

75  & over. 

All  Causes  

1205 

88 

13 

12 

24 

28 

115 

241 

26l 

423 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

O 

0 

2 

Small-pox  ... 

0 

0 

0 * 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

O 

3 

Measles 

13 

2 

4 

4 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

6 

Diphtheria 

3 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Influenza  ... 

60 

2 

0 

2 

2 

4 

7 

II 

IO 

22 

8 

Encephalitis  Eetlrargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

65 

0 

0 

0 

1 

8 

29 

26 

I 

O 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

15 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

I 

I 

0 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

144 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

7 

43 

55 

38 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

3 

0 

0 

0 

, 0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

I 

14 

Diabetes  

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

9 

7 

I 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

93 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18 

25 

50 

16 

Heart  Disease  

184 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

4i 

61 

76 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis  

45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

13 

29 

18 

Bronchitis  ... 

78 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

10 

14 

48 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

47 

9 

3 

2 

2 

0 

6 

7 

8 

10 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

20 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

6 

7 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum... 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

0 

0 

22 

Diarrhoea,  &c. 

13 

6 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

23 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

1 

25 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

36 

1 

0 

Q 

1 

0 

5 

9 

13 

7 

26 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

27 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

0 

0 

28 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 
tion, Premature  Birth 

46 

45 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

29 

Suicide  

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1 

0 

30 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

31 

2 

0 

0 

3 

3 

8 

2 

5 

8 

3i 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

244 

14 

2 

I 

3 

6 

19 

38 

39 

122 

32 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  ... 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Table  IV. — Causes  of  Death  in  the  Districts  During  the  Year  1924,  Relating  to  Civilians  only,  at 

all  Ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural. 

Cowes. 

East 

Cowes. 

New- 

port. 

Ryde. 

St. 

Helens. 

San- 

down. 

Shank- 

lin. 

Vent- 

nor. 

TOTALS. 

All  Causes... 

348 

151 

71 

154 

192 

53 

96 

72 

68 

1205 

1 

Enteric  fever 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

2 

Small-pox 

O 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Measles 

2 

2 

2 

6 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

4 

Scarlet  fever... 

O 

0 

O 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Whooping  cough 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

6 

Diphtheria  ... 

0 

I 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

3 

7 

Influenza 

17 

7 

4 

6 

5 

1 

10 

6 

4 

60 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system  

18 

17 

5 

6 

10 

1 

3 

1 

4 

65 

11 

Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

n 

1 

15 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease  ... 

46 

22 

7 

8 

26 

5 

8 

11 

11 

144 

13 

Rheumatic  fever 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

14 

Diabetes  ...  

7 

1 

1 

4 

0 

4 

2 

1 

0 

20 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

29 

7 

5 

13 

14 

2 

10 

6 

7 

93 

16 

Heart  disease 

61 

18 

5 

15 

35 

9 

14 

17 

10 

184 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis 

8 

7 

2 

7 

4 

3 

3 

5 

6 

45  _ 

18 

Bronchitis  ... 

21 

9 

3 

14 

14 

3 

8 

1 

5 

78 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

3 

1 

6 

5 

4 

7 

4 

5 

47  • 

20 

Other  respiratory  diseases... 

4 

1 

2 

2 

6 

0 

2 

1 

2 

20 

21 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or 
duodenum 

0 

3 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

7 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 yrs.) 

2 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

23 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

5 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

3 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

25 

Acute  and  chronic  Nephritis 

4 

7 

2 

4 

5 

1 

8 

3 

2 

36 

26 

Puerperal  sepsis 

I 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

27 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  pregnancy  and 
parturition  

I 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

28 

Congenital  debility  and 
malformation,  prema- 
ture birth 

13 

6 

6 

5 

7 

6 

0 

0 

3 

46 

29 

Suicide 

3 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 

30 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

16 

3 

1 

4 

3 

0 

1 

2 

1 

3i 

3i 

Other  defined  diseases 

74 

26 

12 

43 

51 

11 

15 

11 

7 

250 

32 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

4 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Table  V. — Notifications  made  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  during  1924. 


Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural. 

Cowes. 

East 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

St. 

Helens. 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

Ventnor. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever 

50 

37 

33 

23 

15 

7 

31 

2 

4 

202(120) 

Diphtheria 

7 

10 

2 

I 

2 

— 

4 

7 

33  (16) 

Enteric  Fever  

8 

— 

— 

2 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

17  (7) 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 (— ) 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 (1) 

Erysipelas... 

— 

4 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

n (13) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 (2) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

23 

13 

4 

4 

5 

1 

14 

4 

18 

86  (97) 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10  (15) 

Pneumonia 

5 

11 

8 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4i  (15) 

Totals 

98 

78 

52 

5i 

26 

15 

5i 

13 

24 

408(286) 

There  were  408  persons  notified  as  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  as  compared  with  286  in  the  previous 
year,  and  from  the  1923  figures  which  are  shown  in  brackets  in  the  last  column  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was 
greater  prevalence  in  1924  of  all  the  infectious  diseases  shown  in  the  table,  with  the  exception  of  tuberculosis 
and  erysipelas.  There  was  a considerable  increase  also  in  two  other  infectious  diseases  which  are  not  notifiable 
and  therefore  do  not  appear  in  the  table,  viz.,  measles  and  influenza,  the  former  causing  13  deaths  (1  in  1923) 
and  the  latter  60  (10  in  1923),  and  it  is  mainly  due  to  these  two  diseases  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  amount 
of  pneumonia  which  caused  47  deaths  (30  in  1923),  although  only  41  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified. 

The  deaths  from  the  several  principal  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  smallpox,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  whooping- 
cough,  enteric  fever,  diphtheria,  and  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  under  two  years  numbered  25,  giving  a mortality 
rate  of  0.29  per  1,000  of  the  population  (0.22  in  1923). 

There  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  smallpox  in  the  Island  since  August,  1919. 


Table  VI. — Showing  the  Number  of  Notified  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  of  Diphtheria 
and  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  each  of  these  Diseases  in  the  Island 

FOR  THE  PAST  26  YEARS. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Number  of  Notifications. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

1899  

84817 

200 

85 

I 

12 

I9OO  

85729 

301 

82 

3 

21 

I90I  

82337 

206 

154 

2 

23 

1902 

83779 

153 

70 

— 

9 

1903  

84443 

103 

89 

1 

15 

i9°4  

84965 

117 

155 

3 

14 

1905  

85486 

41 

Il8 

1 

21 

1906  

85550 

96 

59 

2 

9 

1907  

86296 

60 

284 

3 

32 

1908  

87053 

145 

240 

1 

1 7 

I9°9  

87718 

328 

147 

3 

i5 

1910  

88284 

159 

67 

3 

2 

1911  

88170 

183 

180 

— 

12 

1912  

89008 

92 

151 

— 

12 

1913  

89624 

142 

44 

4 

6 

i9M  

90293 

186 

96 

1 

17 

1915  

79269 

169 

55 

3 

7 

1916  

• 76925 

158 

212 

3 

23 

1917  

76425 

166 

268 

3 

42 

1918 

78167 

44 

87 

— 

6 

1919  

79836 

34 

142 

— 

11 

1920  

83018 

7i 

195 

— 

6 

1921  

85172 

245 

100 

1 

3 

1922  

85152 

166 

64 

4 

3 

i923  

857IO 

120 

16 

2 

— 

1924  

85900 

202 

33 

— 

3 

Averages 

... 

149.50 

122.81 

1.69 

13.12 

Vaccination. — The  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  has  kindly  supplied  the  figures  in  Table  VII  showing  the 
vaccination  returns  in  recent  years. 

Table  VII.  


Year. 

I 

Births. 

2 

Vaccinated. 

3 

Insusceptible. 

4 

Dead. 

5 

' Conscientious  ( 
Objection. 

6 

Postponed. 

7 

Removed. 

8 

Unaccounted. 

Percentage  not 
Vaccinated,  i.e. 

Columns 

5,  6,  7,  and  8. 

1918 

1306 

416 

4 

53 

708 

33 

59 

33 

63.8 

1919 

1339 

394 

7 

58 

695 

9 

131 

45 

65 -7 

1920 

1291 

410 

5 

60 

625 

11 

84 

96 

63.2 

1921 

1807 

592 

3 

73 

9°7 

25 

124 

83 

63.0 

1922 

1494 

448 

4 

63 

799 

24 

76 

80 

65-5 

1923 

1343 

467 

3 

48 

703 

21 

35 

66 

61.4 

I924 

1297 

5io 

1 

39 

611 

1 7 

3i 

45 

54-3 

5 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Table  VIII. — Showing  the  Number  of  New  Cases  and  the  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  Year. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Atje  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females, 

0-  

i-4  

— 

— 

2 

I 

— 

— 

2 

2 

I 

5-i4  

8 

4 

4 

— 

— 

I 

I 

2 

15-24  

9 

7 

— 

I 

6 

2 

I 

3 

25-44  

28 

15 

— 

3 

J9 

10 

I 

1 

45-64  

11 

9 

2 

— 

13 

13 

I 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

57 

35 

8 

5 

38 

27 

6 

9 

Notification. — Notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  Island  is  still  incomplete,  as  of  the  105  new  cases  which 
came  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  64  only  were  notified.  Of  the  remaining  41  unnotified  cases, 
15  had  been  referred  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  ; some  were  not  under  medical  treatment,  but  20  of  the  unnotified 
cases  were  receiving  treatment  from  medical  practitioners.  It  is  true  that  some  of  these  unnotified  cases  were 
temporary  visitors  to  the  Island  and  they  were  not  notified  because  their  doctors  considered  fresh  notification 
here  was  not  required  because  they  had  presumably  been  notified  in  other  areas.  The  Ministry  of  Health’s 
regulations,  however,  require  that  every  tuberculous  person  shall  be  notified  by  the  medical  practitioner  attending 
unless  he  knows  definitely  that  notification  has  already  been  made  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district 
in  which  the  patient  is  residing 

Of  the  64  notified  cases,  55  were  pulmonary  and  9 were  non-pulmonary.  The  number  of  deaths  caused 
by  tuberculosis  during  the  year  was  80,  65  being  pulmonary  and  15  non-pulmonary.  This  is  the  lowest  number 
of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  any  year  of  which  we  have  record,  except  1916,  when  there  were  77  deaths.  It 
is  not  practicable  to  state  how  many  of  these  80  deaths  were  of  persons  who  had  not  been  notified  previously, 
as  this  information  is  not  given  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  all  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  In  the 
Rural  District,  of  24  deaths  9 had  not  been  notified  ; in  Cowes,  of  20  deaths  5 had  not  been  notified. 

Four  hundred  and  sixteen  persons  on  the  Island  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  at  the  end 
of  1924.  Three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  of  these  had  pulmonary  disease  (241  males  and  118  females)  and  57  had 
non-pulmonary  disease  (35  males  and  22  females).  During  the  year  61  patients  left  the  Island,  in  nearly  every 
instance  to  return  to  their  homes,  and  it  should  be  remembered  that  this  figure  does  not  include  those  from  other 
areas  who  are  temporarily  in  Sanatoria  here ; 32  persons  were  removed  from  the  tuberculosis  register  (as  being 
not-tuberculous)  after  investigation  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  in  consultation  with  the  medical  practitioners. 
In  most  of  these  a number  of  years  had  elapsed  since  their  notification  and  the  special  investigation  which  led 
to  their  removal  from  the  register  was  undertaken  because  the  health  visitors  reported  that  they  were  apparently 
in  good  health.  Without  our  scheme  of  tuberculosis  health  visiting  this  clearing  of  the  register  would  not  have 
been  practicable. 

Health  Visiting.  The  system  of  health  visiting  by  the  District  Nurses  which  was  begun  in  1923,  has  worked 
very  satisfactorily.  By  this  means  the  Public  Health  Department  is  kept  in  touch  with  the  patients,  who  are 
visited  as  often  as  is  found  desirable,  and  any  patient  whose  case  seems  to  require  further  consideration  is  quickly 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

During  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1925,  the  nurses  paid  1,089  visits,  of  which  approximately 
one-third  were  paid  by  the  County  Council  Nurses  and  the  remainder  by  the  nurses  of  14  District  Nursing 
Associations.  For  each  visit  by  a District  Nurse  the  Council  makes  a payment  of  is.  through  the  County  Nursing 
Association,  and  the  total  expenditure  under  this  heading  for  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1925,  amounted 
to  £36  10s. 

Dispensaries. — Of  the  two  Dispensaries,  that  at  the  County  Flail,  Newport,  is  found  more  convenient  and 
is  attended  by  most  of  the  patients,  men  on  Tuesday  mornings  and  women  on  Saturday  mornings.  Patients 
are  seen  at  the  Longford  Dispensary  by  appointment,  and  as  a rule  are  those  for  whom  some  special  form  of  treat- 
ment is  being  used,  such  as  re-fills  in  artificial  pneumothorax  cases. 

The  number  of  new  patients  seen  in  connection  with  the  dispensary  system  was  155,  and  the  number  of 
attendances  was  242.  Of  these,  17  were  at  the  Longford  Dispensary  and  225  at  the  Newport  Dispensary.  The 
number  of  visits  made  by  the  Medical  Officers  to  patients  at  their  own  homes  was  292. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  bacteriologically  was  217,  of  which  14  were  for  the  V.D.  Treatment 
Centres  and  203  were  sputum  specimens.  Of  these,  143  were  from  our  own  dispensary  or  sanatorium  patients, 
and  60  were  for  medical  practitioners.  It  is  satisf actor y to  note  the  greater  extent  to  which  this  aid  to  diagnosis 
is  being  used  by  the  doctors,  in  the  previous  year  only  19  specimens  being  sent  by  them  for  examination.  The 
examination  for  tubercle  bacilli  is  made  free  of  charge  and  specimen  bottles  are  supplied  on  request  from  the 
County  Hall  or  Longford  Sanatorium. 

Extra  Nourishment. — Certain  patients  who  are  having  home  treatment  are  granted  extra  nourishment  when 
it  is  considered  advisable  to  supplement  their  own  resources  pending  or  after  sanatorium  treatment,  and  where 
this  provision  will  help  the  patient  to  recover  his  or  her  working  capacity.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  six 
patients  were  having  extra  nourishment ; 18  were  added  to  this  number  during  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  1924 
there  were  9 patients  receiving  grants  of  milk.  During  the  year  7 sleeping  shelters  were  purchased  for  the  use 
of  tuberculous  patients  in  their  own  gardens. 

Residential  Treatment. — The  extent  to  which  residential  treatment  is  provided  is  shown  in  Table  IX,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Council’s  Sanatorium  at  Longford  is  now  taking  a very  large  proportion  of  our 
patients.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Longford  was  used  for  women  and  children,  whilst  men  requiring 
sanatorium  treatment  were  sent  to  other  institutions.  Since  September  24th,  however,  men  have  been  admitted 
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to  Longford  and  this  was  found  practicable  by  a re-arrangement  of  the  accommodation  there  and  without  new 
building,  only  a few  structural  alterations  being  necessary.  Under  the  new  arrangements  the  Medical  Officer 
no  longer  lives  at  the  sanatorium,  but  visits  as  appears  necessary.  As  a result  the  accommodation  has  been 
more  fully  utilised  and  we  are  now  able  to  offer  residential  treatment  to  men  in  the  advanced  infectious  stage 
of  the  disease.  It  is  not  intended  that  all  types  of  male  patients  should  be  treated  here,  and  some,  especially 
the  early  ambulant  cases  for  whom  more  suitable  accommodation  may  be  found  in  other  institutions,  will  still 
be  sent  elsewhere. 


Table  IX.— Total  Number  of  Patients  treated  at  various  Sanatoria,  Hospitals,  and  Colonies 

during  1924. 


Sanatorium,  Hospital, 
or  Colony. 

Resident  at 

beginning  of 
year. 

Admitted 
during  year. 

Discharged 

during  year 
(inc.  Deaths). 

Remaining 
end  of  vear. 

Total 

for  the  year. 

Longford  Sanatorium  ... 

10 

51 

38 

23 

6l 

Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor  ... 

3 

5 

7 

I 

8 

Hermitage  Sanatorium,  Whitwell 

2 

II 

12 

I 

IS 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital,  Alton 

Royal  Sea-Bathing  Hospital,  Margate 

1 

3 

I 

1 

4 

4 

1 

City  Hospital,  West  Heath,  Birmingham 

1 





1 

1 

Preston  Hall  Training  Colony 

1 



1 

1 

Lenham  Sanatorium  Training  Section 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  ...  

19 

71 

60 

30 

90 

The  number  of  patients  treated  at  Longford  Sanatorium  during  1924  was  as  follows  : — 


In  residence  on  December  31st,  1923  ... 

Men. 

Women. 

8 

Children. 

2 

Total 

10 

Admitted  during  the  year 

10 

22 

19 

51 

Discharged  „ „ „ 

3 

19 

12 

34 

Died  „ „ „ 

3 

1 

4 

In  residence  on  December  31st,  1924  ... 

7 

8 

8 

23 

The  average  duration  of  stay  of  the  34  patients  discharged  was  129  days.  Of  these  34,  one  was  transferred 
to  the  Cripples  Hospital  at  Alton  ; 4 who  had  been  admitted  for  observation  for  purposes  of  diagnosis  were  found 
to  be  not  tuberculous  (1  woman  and  3 children),  and  in  the  remainder  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  were 
favourable  in  two-thirds  and  unfavourable  in  one-third. 


Disease  quiescent 
Much  improved  ... 

No  material  improvement 


Men. 


3 


Women.  Children.  Total. 
3 2 5 

9 5 14 

6 1 10 


In  considering  these  results  it  should  be  remembered  that  patients  are  admitted  to  Longford  Sanatorium 
in  all  stages  of  the  disease  and  the  majority  are  patients  in  the  advanced  stage.  It  is  in  this  stage  that  infection 
of  others  is  most  likely  unless  the  nursing  at  home  is  carried  out  with  care.  As  a preventive  measure,  therefore, 
the  patient’s  removal  from  home  is  valuable,  especially  where  there  are  children  or  the  home  is  crowded.  Again, 
the  educational  value  of  sanatorium  treatment  is  considerable  and  it  will  be  granted  that  the  benefit  to  the 
community  cannot  be  measured  by  considering  only  the  results  to  the  patient. 

The  Matron  at  Longford  acknowledges  gifts  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Brown,  Messrs.  Burton’s  Stores,  Mr.  Cave,  Mrs. 
Lintern,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthews,  Councillors  F.  Midlane  and  B.  Sanders,  Mrs.  Perrott,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson, 
Mrs.  Tilley,  Mrs.  Woodyear,  The  Women’s  Institute,  Wootton,  and  the  officials  and  staff  at  the  County  Hall  and 
the  sanatorium. 

Concerts  which  were  much  appreciated  were  given  by  the  Band  of  the  Portsmouth  Borough  Council’s 
Children’s  Home,  Messrs.  Burton’s  Stores  Pierrot  Troupe,  the  Victoria  Sports  Club,  Newport;  and  Mrs.  Perrott, 
as  in  previous  years,  very  kindly  arranged  a concert  on  Christmas  Day. 

A three-valve  wireless  set  with  24  head  phones  to  the  patients’  beds  and  the  nurses’  sitting  room,  with  all 
necessary  fittings,  was  installed  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  F.  S.  Garrett  of  Cowes.  The  cost  of  this  was  raised 
by  subscription  and  with  the  help  of  a public  concert  at  Cowes,  given  by  the  Band  of  the  Argyll  and  Sutherland 
Highlanders.  The  material  and  workmanship  were  given  at  cost  price  by  Mr.  A.  G.  W.  Holmes,  of  Cowes. 

A generous  gift  of  Hospital  furnishings  was  made  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  through  Sir  Warren 
Crooke  Lawless,  K.C.V.O.,  and  this  was  distributed  to  the  Council’s  dispensaries  and  Longford  Sanatorium, 
and  through  the  County  Nursing  Association  to  the  various  affiliated  districts. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  venereal  diseases  is  provided  by  the  Council  at  the  Royal  Isle  of  Wight 
County  Hospital,  Ryde  (Fridays  from  3 to  4 for  women,  and  from  4 to  5 for  men),  and  at  a branch  treatment 
centre  at  Newport,  and  the  extent  to  which  these  facilities  were  utilised  is  seen  in  Table  X.  Treatment  is  given 
free  in  all  cases  without  recommendatory  letters  and  patients  attending  from  a distance  have  travelling  vouchers 
given  them  if  they  cannot  afford  to  pay  their  fares.  During  1924,  40  vouchers  were  issued  by  the  Medical 
Officers.  It  can  be  confidently  asserted  that  there  is  little  venereal  disease  on  the  Island.  The  medical  practi- 
tioners are  not  often  consulted  by  venereal  patients  and  the  midwives  see  very  few  cases.  Few  infants  suffering 
from  congenital  syphilis  are  seen  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  Few  of  the  syphilis  patients  seen  at  the  treatment 
centres  are  fresh  cases  ; they  are  mostly  suffering  from  the  later  manifestations  of  the  disease  or  from  relapses 
of  disease  acquired  years  previously  or  from  congenital  syphilis.  Of  the  nine  fresh  cases  of  gonorrhoea  coming 
under  observation  in  1924,  three  at  any  rate  were  infected  in  other  areas.  The  number  of  notifications 
of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  for  the  past  five  years  has  been  21,  or  at  the  rate  of  4.2  per  year. 

Although  there  are  few  fresh  infections,  the  treatment  centres  are  of  considerable  value  in  assisting  in  diagnosis 
in  doubtful  cases  and  they  are  being  used  more  for  this  purpose  than  in  previous  years.  From  November,  1917, 
when  the  centre  at  Ryde  was  opened,  till  the  end  of  1923,  533  persons  attended,  of  whom  21 1 or  40  per  cent, 
were  found  to  be  not  suffering  from  venereal  disease.  In  1924,  61  persons  were  referred  to  the  centres,  of  whom 
57  per  cent,  were  non-venereal. 
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Table  X. — Relating  to  all  Persons  who  were  Treated  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Ryde  and  the 
Branch  Treatment  Centre  at  Newport  during  the  Year  ended  the  31ST  December,  1924. 


Syphilis. 

Soft  Chancre. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Conditions  other 
than  Venereal. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

1.  No.  of  persons  who,  on  the  1st  Jan., 
1924,  were  under  treatment  or  ob- 
servation for 

12 

8 

1 • 

7 

I 

1 



21 

9 

2.  Old  patients  re-admitted  during  year 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 

3 

No.  dealt  with  during  the  year  in  the 
out-patient  Clinic  for  the  first  time 
and  found  to  be  suffering  from— 
Syphilis  only  

10 

6 

10 

6 

Soft  chancre  only  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea  only 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

I 

— 

— 

6 

1 

Syphilis  and  soft  chancre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilis  and  gonorrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea  and  soft  chancre  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilis,  soft  chancre,  and 
gonorrhoea 

_ 





_ 





Conditions  other  than  venereal 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

12 

23 

12 

Transfers  from  other  areas  ... 

1 

— 

■» — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Total — Item  2 ... 

13 

8 

— 

— 

9 

X 

25 

13 

47 

22 

Total— Items  1 and  2 ... 

25 

16 

1 

— 

16 

2 

26 

13 

68 

3i 

3.  No.  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend 
the  out-patient  Clinic — 

(a)  before  completing  the  first 
course  of  treatment  for  . . . 

2 

2 

( b ) after  one  or  more  courses  but 
before  completion  of  treat- 
ment for  

3 

2 

3 

2 

(c)  after  completion  of  treat- 
ment, but  before  final  tests 
as  to  cure  of  

1 

1 

2 

4.  No.  of  persons  transferred  to  other 
Treatment  Centres  after  treatment 
for  

1 

3 

4 

Transferred  to  Private  Practitioners 

— 

1 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

2 

5.  No.  of  persons  discharged  from  the 
out-patient  Clinic  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  observation  for. . . 

1 

1 

7 

I 

8 

2 

No.  who  died 

X 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6.  No.  of  persons  who,  on  the  1st  Jan., 
1925,  were  under  treatment  or  ob- 
servation for 

18 

11 



— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

22 

11 

Total — Items  3,  4,  5,  & 6 ... 

25 

16 

1 

— 

16 

2 

— 

— 

42 

18 

7.  Total  attendances  of  all  persons  at 
the  out-patient  Clinic  who  were 
suffering  from 

268 

126 

272 

I 

49 

16 

589 

143 

8.  Aggregate  No.  of  “In-patient  days” 
ol  treatment  given  to  persons  who 
were  suffering  from 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

For  detection  of 

For  Wasserman 

9.  Examinations  of  Pathological  material — 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  examined  at,  and  by 

the  Medical  Officer  of,  the  Treatment  Centre 

(b)  Specimens  from  persons  attending  at  the 

Treatment  Centre  which  were  sent  for  ex- 
amination to  an  approved  laboratory 

Spirochetes. 

Gonococci. 

Other  Organisms. 

Reaction. 

— 

22 

17 

— 

79 

A. 


No.  of  persons  from  each  area  dealt  with  during  the  year  at  or  in  connection  with  the  out-patient  Clinic  for 
the  first  time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from — - 

Isle  of  Wight  Portsmouth.  Brighton.  London.  Other.  Total. 

Syphilis  20  — — 1 — 21 

Soft  chancre  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — 

Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  7 1 1 — 1 10 


Conditions  other  than  venereal.. 


38 


38 


Total  65  1 1 1 1 69 

B.  lotal  No.  of  attendances  at  the  out-patient 

Clinic  of  all  patients  residing  in  each  area  682  3 8 9 30  732 

C.  Aggregate  No.  of  “In-patient  days”  of  all 

patients  residing  in  each  area  — — — — — — 

D.  No.  of  doses  of  Salvarsan  substitutes  given  in — 

(1)  The  out-patient  Clinic  to  patients 

residing  in  each  area 244  — 8 — — 252 

(2)  The  in-patient  Department  ditto  ...  — — . — — — — 

The  Council  undertook  responsibility  for  payment  for  an  Island  patient  in  a Home  of  Refuge  on  the  mainland. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  PER  xooo  BIRTHS. 

England  and  Wales  
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwives.— Forty-nine  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  and  of  these,  27  practised  here  throughout 
the  year.  Twenty-one  were  engaged  temporarily  in  the  Island  and  one  did  not  practice.  All  these  midwives 
hold  recognised  certificates.  Their  work  is  inspected  by  the  County  Superintendent  Nurse  who,  during  the 
year,  made  113  routine  inspections  and  23  special  inspections. 

The  Council  made  a grant  of  £50  to  the  County  Nursing  Association  for  the  purpose  of  starting  a midwife 
in  the  Sandown  district  and  one  commenced  duty  there  on  October  16th.  She  attends  patients  in  the  Newcliurch 
parish  also.  The  parishes  of  Wroxall  and  part  of  South  Arreton  are  now  the  only  parts  of  the  County  not  served 
by  midwives. 

There  were  1,243  births  registered  in  the  Island  and  a midwife  was  present  at  935  of  these  or  75  per  cent. 
In  189  a doctor  also  was  engaged,  so  the  number  of  births  at  which  a midwife  was  responsible  was  746  or  60  per 
cent,  of  the  total.  Medical  help  was  summoned  in  123  instances,  i.e.,  in  16.5  per  cent,  of  the  midwives  cases. 
Midwives  alone  attended  623  births,  almost  exactly  half  the  total. 

In  addition  to  these  123  notices  of  having  summoned  medical  help,  the  midwives  notified  15  stillbirths  (2  per 
cent,  of  their  746  cases),  death  of  the  child  2,  artificial  feeding  21,  performing  last  offices  16. 

The  conditions  for  which  medical  help  must  be  summoned  are  laid  down  in  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board,  and  with  the  object  of  obtaining  early  treatment  in  these  conditions,  midwives  are  being  urged  to  carry 
out  supervision  of  the  expectant  mother,  to  be  on  the  outlook  for  the  abnormal  conditions  which  might  cause 
complication,  and  to  summon  the  doctor  early.  Last  year,  of  the  123  summonses  for  medical  help,  32  were  for 
causes  arising  after  the  child  was  born  (6  for  the  mother  and  26  for  the  infant)  ; 75  were  for  causes  during  labour 
(33  obstructed  or  delayed  labour,  31  ruptured  perineum,  6 haemorrhages,  5 adherent  or  retained  placenta  or 
membranes)  ; and  in  16  cases  only  was  the  doctor  summoned  before  labour  commenced  (9  during  pregnancy 
and  7 for  miscarriage  or  threatened  miscarriage) . Two  lectures  on  ante-natal  supervision  and  some  of  the  common 
complications  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth  were  given  to  the  midwives  early  in  1925.  These  were  well  attended 
and  the  midwives  were  found  to  be  keenly  interested. 

Since  May,  1924,  an  ante-natal  book  has  been  in  use  by  all  our  midwives.  These  books  are  supplied  from 
this  office  with  the  object  of  ensuring  as  far  as  possible  that  systematic  enquiries  and  examination  should  be  made 
in  every  case  at  the  time  of  booking  a patient.  It  was  anticipated  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in  persuading 
the  midwives  to  use  these  books,  but  none  was  experienced  ; on  the  contrary,  the  majority  of  the  midwives 
welcomed  them  and  they  have  helped  to  stimulate  interest  in  ante-natal  supervision.  From  Table  XI.  it  will 
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be  noted  that  5 visits  wer-e  paid  on  the  average  to  663  expectant  mothers,  i.e.,  to  two-thirds  of  the  midwives’ 
patients.  Extension  of  this  work  is  being  encouraged,  but  the  reluctance  of  expectant  mothers  to  book  early 
is  a very  real  obstacle.  Opportunity  has  therefore  been  taken  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  at  meetings  of 
District  Nursing  Associations  to  explain  the  benefits  which  are  expected  from  systematic  supervision  and  to 
emphasise  the  advantages  to  the  mothers  of  obtaining  advice  early  in  pregnancy. 

In  last  year’s  report  it  was  remarked  that  the  number  of  maternal  deaths  had  remained  almost  constant 
for  many  years.  Unfortunately,  an  increase  has  now  to  be  recorded.  From  1900  till  1923  inclusive,  there  were 
132  maternal  deaths,  of  which  35  were  due  to  puerperal  sepsis,  and  97  to  ‘'other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy 
and  parturition.”  During  these  24  years  37,66 7 births  were  registered,  so  the  maternal  deaths  were  at  the  rate 
of  3.5  per  1,000  births.  This  is  less  than  the  rate  throughout  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period. 

In  the  Island  up  till  1924  there  were  5.5  mothers  died  on  the  average  each  year,  and  of  these,  1.5  were  due 
to  puerperal  sepsis  and  4 to  other  accidents  and  diseases  ; but  in  1924  there  were  13  maternal  deaths,  of  which 
2 were  due  to  sepsis  and  11  to  other  causes  (see  Table  IV.)  This  is  the  largest  number  of  maternal  deaths  in 
any  year  of  which  we  have  record  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  births  (1,243)  was  the  lowest. 
From  an  average  maternal  death  rate  of  3.5  in  the  preceding  24  years  there  has  been  a jump  to  10.5  per  thousand 
births.  But  our  figures  are  small  and  it  would  be  a mistake  to  attach  too  much  significance  to  percentages  based 
on  these  small  figures.  In  some  of  the  deaths  it  is  stated  that  the  birth  was  premature,  but  no  conclusion  can 
be  drawn  because  the  cause  of  the  prematurity  is  not  known.  In  fairness  to  the  midwives  it  should  be  noted 
that  only  4 of  these  13  deaths  were  midwives’  cases  ; on  the  other  hand  the  percentage  of  deaths  in  the  doctors’ 
patients  is  not  comparable  with  the  midwives  because  many  of  those  with  serious  complications  go  direct  to 
the  former  while  the  midwives’  practice  is  limited  to  the  apparently  normal  cases  only. 

The  two  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  were  in  the  Rural  District  and  in  Newport — one  in  each  area,  and 
there  were  two  notifications  during  the  year,  one  in  the  Rural  District  and  one  in  Ryde. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  a small  stock  of  antistreptococcic  serum  has  been  provided  by  the  Council  for 
use  in  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis,  and  in  order  to  make  this  readily  available  the  authorities  at  the  Royal  County 
Hospital,  Ryde,  have  kindly  arranged  to  store  it  and  to  issue  it  on  the  request  of  any  medical  practitioner. 
It  had  been  reported  that  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  a supply  in  an  emergency.  Repayment  will 
not  be  expected  in  necessitous  cases. 

During  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1925,  the  Council  paid  the  doctor’s  fee  in  28  cases  in  which 
medical  help  was  summoned  by  midwives,  amounting  to  £43  11s.  Of  these  28  cases  full  liability  was  undertaken 
in  20  ; in  6 the  patient  repaid  the  fee,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  2 are  under  consideration.  The  amount  received 
during  the  year  was  £21  10s.  6d.,  of  which  £11  8s.  6d.  was  in  respect  of  cases  prior  to  1925.  The  nett  expenditure 
of  the  Council  under  this  heading  has  thus  been  £22  os.  6d. 

Three  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified.  In  each  case  the  patient  made  a good  recovery  without 
permanent  damage  to  the  sight. 

Infant  Welfare. — Of  the  1,243  births  registered  1,073  were  notified  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the 
various  districts,  i.e.,  86  per  cent.  (90.2  per  cent,  in  1923).  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  in  the  first  year  of 
life  was  88  (49  in  1923)  or  at  the  rate  of  70.8  per  1,000  births  (38.4  in  1923).  With  the  single  exception  of  1915 
this  is  the  highest  infant  mortality  rate  for  13  years  (see  chart  page  8).  Half  of  the  infants  deaths  (45  of  88)  were 
again  ascribed  to  causes  in  operation  before  birth,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more  effective  ante-natal  supervision 
will  reduce  the  number  of  deaths  from  these  causes.  Formerly  the  highest  infant  mortality  rates  have  been 
in  hot,  dry  years,  but  1924  was  deficient  in  sunshine,  was  cooler,  and  had  a higher  rainfall  than  the  average.  There 
were  6 deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  in  the  first  year  of  life  (4  in  1923),  9 deaths  from  pneumonia  (2  in  1923) 
and  2 each  from  measles  and  influenza  (none  in  1923).  On  the  other  hand  there  were  none  from  whooping-cough 
which  caused  5 deaths  in  1923. 

In  every  district  except  St.  Helens  there  were  more  infants  deaths  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  it  will 
be  seen  from  Table  II  that  the  infants  deaths  are  fairly  distributed  all  over  the  Island.  There  was  a slight  increase 
in  the  number  of  infants  deaths  generally  throughout  England  and  Wales,  viz.,  to  75  per  1,000  births  in  1924 
as  compared  with  69  in  1923.  It  may  be  therefore  that  the  cause  of  the  increase  in  infant  mortality  is  something 

of  a general  nature. 


Table  XI. — Showing  the  Work  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  1924. 


To  Expectant  Mothers. 

To  Infants  under  r. 

Total  Visits  to 
Children  aged 

1-5. 

First  Visits. 

Total  Visits. 

First  Visits. 

Total  Visits. 

County  Superintendent  Nurse  (Northwood  Area)  ... 

— 

— 

24 

99 

238 

Cowes  Nurse  

East  Cowes  ,, 

j 67 

189 

230 

1376 

1521 

Newport  ,,  

138 

543 

186 

1250 

840 

Sandown  ,, 

39 

163 

168 

703 

660 

Ryde  District  ,, 

153 

518 

196 

2533 

2232 

Bembridge  ,, 

15 

J59 

14 

572 

493 

trading 

30 

169 

16 

172 

66 

Brighstone  ,,  

7 

24 

11 

55 

68 

Calbourne  ,,  ...  

13 

49 

19 

76 

105 

Carisbrooke  ,,  ...  ...  

48 

274 

53 

327 

535 

Chale  ,, 

10 

55 

15 

222 

184 

Freshwater  ,, 

32 

140 

47 

286 

84 

Gatcombe  ,, 

9 

40 

27 

64 

23 

Niton  ,, 

11 

43 

1 7 

79 

14 

St.  Helens  ,, 

15 

96 

17 

95 

144 

Seaview  ,, 

14 

5i 

12 

84 

26 

"Ventnor  ,, 

36 

636 

72 

125 

14 

Wootton  ,, 

11 

49 

28 

151 

217 

Yarmouth  ,, 

79 

13 

132 

126 

Total 

663 

32 77 

1165 

8401 

7590 

IO 


Table  XII. — Showing  the  Working  Arrangements  at  the  End  of  the  Year  of  the  various  Infant 

Welfare  Centres. 


District. 

Honorary  Secretary. 

Nurse  in  Charge. 

Address  of  Centre. 

Days  and  Times  of 
Meetings. 

M.O.  and  Time  of 
Attendance. 

Approximate 

Average 

Attendance 

Children.* 

Bembridge 

Lady  Thornyeroft 

Bennett 

Church  Hall 

2nd  Wednesdays, 

3 p.m.,  Winter 
Months  only 

County  M.O., 
Monthly 

13 

Brading 

Mrs.  Roach 

Falkner 

Ditto 

Alternate  Tues- 
days 

County  M.O., 
Monthly 

18-20  (2) 

Carisbrooke 

Mrs.  Gentle 

Cheverton 

Ditto 

1st  Tuesdays, 

3 P-m. 

County  M.O., 
Alternate  Mnths 

12  (2) 

East  Cowes 

Mrs.  Jones 

Blades 

Ditto 

Adelaide  Grove 

Alternate  Tues- 
days 

County  M.O., 
Monthly 

17 

West  Cowes 

Miss  Matthews 

Blades 

St.  Mary’s  Hall, 
Mary  Street 

Wednesdays, 

3 P-m. 

County  M.O., 
Fortnightly 

32  (I) 

Freshwater 

Mrs.  McMaster 

Holmes 

Parish  Room 

Alternate  Thurs- 
days, 2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  Mansfield 
Fortnightly 

29 

Newport 

Parkhurst 

Miss  Morey 

Cooper 

Corn  Exchange 

Wednesdays, 

2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  Dowdall 

24  (12) 

Barracks 

Mrs.  James 

Cheverton 

Barracks 

2nd  & 4th  Thurs- 
days 

M.O.  in  Charge 

25 

Ryde 

Miss  Corrie 

Wyatt 

Melville  Street 

Fridays,  3 p.m. 

Dr.  Edwards, 
Weekly 

77  (8) 

St.  Helens 

Miss  Spencer 
Edwards 

Taylor 

The  Institute 

2nd  Thursdays, 
2.30-4  p.m. 

Dr.  Macfarlane, 
Monthly 

12 

Sandown 

Miss  Partridge 

Jones 

Rechabite  Hall 

Alternate  Thurs- 
days 

County  M.O., 
Monthly 

22  (3-4) 

Seaview 

Mrs.  Gordon 

Tolman 

Wesleyan  School 

1st  Tuesdays, 

3 P-m. 

Dr.  Carter, 
Quarterly 

12-15 

Shanklin 

Mrs.  Whittaker 

Jones  and 
Frampton 

St.  Saviour’s  Hall 

Alternate  Tues- 
days, 3 p.m. 

Dr.  Bolt 

19  (2) 

Ventnor 

Miss  Kirby 

Jackson  and 
Meikleham 

Church  Hall, 
Alpine  Road 

2nd  & 4th  Thurs- 
days 

County  M.O., 
Monthly 

8 

The  figures  in  brackets 


COUNTY  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

Sixteen  District  Associations  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association  which  has  for  its  object  the 
training,  supply  and  supervision  of  district  nurse  midwives  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  As  mentioned  in  this  report 
in  the  section  on  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare,  a midwife  was  started  during  the  year  in  the  Sandown  district. 
She  is  prepared  to  take  work  in  Newchurch  so  the  whole  Island  is  now  served  by  midwives  except  Wroxall  and 
South  Arreton.  At  various  times  efforts  have  been  made  to  start  a midwife  in  these  areas,  but  these  efforts 
have  failed  because  local  support  for  such  a service  was  lacking. 

The  close  co-operation  between  the  County  Nursing  Association  and  this  department  has  continued.  Table 
XIII  sets  out  the  work  done  in  the  various  affiliated  districts  during  the  financial  year. 


Table  XIII. 


Nursing  Associations. 

Medical 

Cases. 

Surgical 

Cases. 

Total. 

Midwifery 

Cases. 

Maternity 

Cases. 

Total. 

Brading 

29 

II 

40 

28 

4 

32 

Brighstone,  Brook,  and  Mottistone 
Calbourne,  Shalfleet,  Porchfield,  New- 

35 

32 

67 

7 

— 

7 

town,  Ningwood,  and  Hamstead  ... 

13 

14 

27 

8 

4 

12 

Carisbrooke 

142 

56 

198 

34 

8 

42 

Chale,  Kingston,  and  Shorwell  ... 

60 

28 

88 

9 

3 

12 

Freshwater  and  Totland  ... 

Gatcombe,  Chillerton,  Blackwater,  Rook- 

34 

45 

79 

11 

11 

22 

ley,  Merstone,  and  Godshill 

45 

7 

52 

6 

5 

11 

Newport 

235 

117 

352 

121 

23 

144 

Niton,  Whitwell,  and  St.  Lawrence 

50 

33 

83 

6 

4 

10 

Ryde 

393 

189 

582 

121 

29 

150 

St.  Helens 

50 

14 

64 

9 

8 

17 

Sandown  (after  October  16th)  ... 

11 

5 

16 

11 

1 

12 

Seaview  and  Nettlestone 

42 

20 

62 

5 

5 

IO 

Ventnor 

45 

26 

7i 

19 

7 

26 

Wootton  Bridge  and  District 

Yarmouth,  Thorley,  Ningwood,  and 

49 

23 

72 

9 

4 

13 

Wellow 

20 

12 

32 

r9 

5 

14 

Totals 

1253 

632 

1885 

4i3 

121 

534 

SAUE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  samples  were  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst,  of  which  81  were  milk  and  55 
were  other  samples.  Of  the  81  milk  samples  analysed  76  were  genuine  although  32  contained  a visible  quantity 
of  dirty  debris  in  the  5-60Z.  sample.  The  distributors  were  warned  in  all  these  cases  containing  dirt  and  when 
second  samples  from  the  same  sources  were  analysed  later  they  were  found  to  be  clean  in  every  instance  except 


2.  Four  persons  were  proceeded  against  for  selling  milk  deficient  in  milk  fat,  the  deficiency  varying  between 
1 1. 6 and  20  per  cent.  Two  were  dismissed  and  2 were  convicted  and  fined  £2  and  14s.  6d.  costs  in  one  case  and 
£1  in  the  other. 

The  55  other  samples  consisted  of — cream  of  tartar  9,  crushed  linseed  6,  mincemeat  3,  egg  powder  2,  pepper 

3,  bread  4,  fresh  butter  1,  sponge  cake  3,  jam  sandwich  5,  mustard  2,  vinegar  4,  olive  oil  6,  iodine  4,  and  mercury 
ointment  3.  All  these  proved  genuine  with  three  exceptions  : — 

(1)  Two  samples  of  “egg  powder”  were  obtained  in  packets  which  were  labelled  “Concentrated  Egg  Sub- 
stitute Powder — not  made  from  Eggs.”  The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  both  the  samples  were  artificially 
coloured  powders  consisting  of  baking  powder  and  starch  only,  and  that  they  were  not  therefore  in  the  nature 
of  egg  powders.  While  the  Committee  did  not  consider  it  worth  while  to  take  legal  proceedings,  they  thought 
it  desirable  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  public  to  the  nature  of  these  powders. 

(2)  An  informal  sample  of  “cream  of  tartar”  was  analysed  as  a chemist  reported  that  several  customers 
purchasing  this  had  complained  of  sickness.  The  sample  proved  to  be  sodium  sulphate  (Glaubers  salts). 

(3)  A sample  sold  as  mustard  was  found  to  contain  about  20  per  cent,  wheat  starch,  coloured  with  turmeric. 

No  proceedings  were  taken  as  it  was  considered  that  for  table  use  such  dilution  was  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
purchaser.  4 


Table  XIV. — Showing  Number  of  Samples  from  each  Area  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
Analysis  during  the  Year  ending  31ST  December,  1924. 


Parish. 

New  Milk. 

Other  Samples. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Ashey 

4 (2d.)  (iis) 

— 

4 

Bembridge 

3 (2d.) 

I 

4 

Brading 

2 

I 

3 

Binstead 

1 

— 

1 

Brighstone 

3 (2d.) 

— 

3 

Carisbrooke 

2 

— 

2 

Chale 

2 

— 

2 

Cowes 

6 (3d.) 

7 

13 

East  Cowes 

1 

1 

2 

Freshwater 

2 (ia) 

6 

8 

1 Fined  £2  and  i4/6d.  Costs  for  selling  new 

milk  deficient  in  fat 

Godshill 

3 (id.) 

— 

3 

Newport 

7 (3d.)  (ia) 

7 (iis) 

14 

1 Proceedings  taken  re  deficient  in  fat  (case 

dismissed) 

Niton 

— 

1 

1 

Northwood 

1 

1 

2 

Ryde 

i5  (7d.) 

14 

29 

St.  Helens 

5 (2d.) 

1 

6 

Sandown 

3 (2d.) 

4 

7 

Shanklin 

7 (3d.)  (2a) 

3 

10 

Selling  new  milk  deficient  in  fat,  1 fined  £1 

and  1 case  dismissed 

Thorley 

1 (id.) 

— 

1 

Totland 

2 (id.) 

— 

2 

Ventnor 

8 (id.) 

8 

16 

Wkippingham  ... 

1 (iis) 

— 

1 

Wroxall 

1 (id.) 

— 

1 

Yarmouth 

1 (id.) 

— 

1 

Si  (32d)  (4a)  (2is) 

55  (iis) 

136 

(a)  Adulterated.  (d)  Dirty.  (i  s)  Informal  sample. 


MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912  AND  1917. 

The  following  particulars  refer  to  the  Administration  of  the  Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations, 
1912  and  1917,  during  the  year  1924  : — 

1.  — Milk  : and  cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — 

(a)  Number  of  samples  examined  for  the  (b)  Number  in  which  preservative  was 
presence  of  preservatives — reported  to  be  present — 

Milk  81  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cream  ...  ...  ...  0 ...  ...  ...  o 

2.  — Cream  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — None  examined. 

NUMBERS  OF  INSURED  PERSONS. 

The  numbers  of  insured  persons  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Insurance  Committee’s  Register  in  1924  averaged 
27,627,  against  28,965  in  1923,  29,402  in  1922,  and  29,721  in  1921. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

The  proportion  per  1,000  of  population  in  receipt  of  relief  from  the  Guardians  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Union 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  15.7  (20.4  the  previous  year  and  25.9  at  the  end  of  1923),  of  whom  3.87  were  indoor 

and  1 1. 81  were  out-door. 


BLIND  PERSONS’  ACT,  1920. 

There  were  100  blind  persons  on  the  Island  in  March,  1924,  of  whom  1 was  between  5 and  16  years  of  age 
and  1 between  16  and  21  years  of  age  ; 18  were  between  20  and  50  years  and  80  were  over  50  years  of  age. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Society  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Indigent  Blind  undertakes  the  supervision  and  welfare  of 
these  blind  persons  in  conjunction  with  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  under  their  scheme.  Grants  in  aid 
of  the  Society  s expenses  have  been  made  by  the  Council  from  time  to  time.  The  Society  employs  a home  visitor 
who  teaches  Braile  and  pastime  occupations  to  the  unemployable  blind.  The  Education  Committee  deals  with 
children  of  school  age  and  older  persons  who  require  instruction  in  institutions. 
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Table  XV. — Housing  Statistics  for  1924. 


Rural  District. 

Cowes. 

East  Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

St.  Helens. 

Sandown. 

Shanklin. 

j Ventnor. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year — 

(a)  Total  ... 

99 

11 

0 

18 

12 

15 

21 

0 

10 

(b)  As  part  of  a municipal  housing  scheme  ... 

23 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

Inspection — 

Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

' 

232 

175 

143 

18 

180 

500 

34° 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions, 1910  ... 

* 

1469 

145 

63 

175 

94 

9 

177 

500 

274 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ... 

X 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ... 

569 

45 

9 

0 

83 

0 

0 

0 

38 

Remedy  of  Dejects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  

387 

27 

8 

150 

74 

* 

0 

100 

3i 

Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
&c..  Act,  1919 — 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  ... 

119 

0 

1 

167 

34 

0 

0 

0 

* 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  By  owners  

103 

0 

0 

148 

34 

0 

0 

0 

* 

(. b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

* 

• No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

* 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  

. 

0 

55 

2 

0 

49 

0 

0 

0 

2 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 
(a)  By  owners  

0 

55 

2 

0 

40 

0 

0 

0 

2 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909 — 

No.  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

* 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

♦ 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been 
rendered  fit 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

* 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

* 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

* 

No.  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-laws 
erected  with  the  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  Section 
25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* In  these  cases  incomplete  or  no  information  has  been  given  in  the  reports  to  enable  the  particulars  to  be  tabulated. 
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METEOROLOGY. 

To  Mr.  J.  Dover,  M.A.,  of  the  Totland  Meteorological  Station,  Major  C.  G.  Brodie,  of  Wootton,  and  Mr. 
C.  E.  Gilchrist,  of  Sandown,  I am  indebted  for  the  figures  in  Table  XVI. 


Table  XVI. 


Month. 

Maximum  Temperatures. 

Minimum  Temperatures. 

Mean 

Temperatures. 

Rainfall  in  Inches. 

Hours  of  Sunshine. 

Totland. 

Wootton. 

Sandown. 

Totland. 

Wootton. 

Sandown. 

Totland. 

Wootton. 

Sandown. 

Totland. 

Wootton 

Sandown 

Totland. 

Wootton 

Sandown. 

January 

50.8 

53 

52 

26.2 

27 

29 

43-i 

41.6 

43-5 

2.85 

2.76 

3.02 

63.8 

— 

66.0 

February  ... 

5i-3 

53 

54 

23.O 

22 

26 

38.6 

35-6 

39-0 

0.28 

0-34 

o-55 

74-4 

— 

72.6 

March 

58.8 

61 

61 

27.2 

26 

28 

4i-3 

4i-3 

42.1 

1.72 

1 . 76 

2.04 

185.8 

— 

189.1 

April 

67.9 

72 

7i 

31.0 

27 

31 

45-8 

40-5 

46-5 

2.53 

3-03 

2.99 

154.2 

— 

148.8 

May 

70.8 

71 

67 

37-9 

37 

37 

53-2 

53-0 

53-9 

3-34 

3- 16 

3-73 

214.4 

— 

228.2 

J une 

71.8 

75 

74 

39-9 

45 

42 

57-0 

55-o 

58.9 

1 -94 

2.44 

1.52 

222.3 

— 

146.8 

July 

73-8 

79 

75 

44.1 

44 

48 

59-8 

59-0 

61.5 

3-i5 

2.87 

2-73 

243.8 

— 

264.4 

August 

67.8 

75 

7 1 

48.8 

38 

49 

59-3 

58.3 

60.4 

2-59 

3.18 

3-07 

175-6 

— 

191.2 

September  ... 

69.1 

67 

68 

44.0 

38 

44 

58.1 

57-6 

59-2 

4-65 

5-3i 

4.94 

128.2 

— 

143-3 

October 

67.2 

67 

65 

38.0 

37 

39 

53-2 

■52.5 

54-5 

5-43 

6.19 

5.22 

75-6 

— 

57-6 

November  ... 

58.6 

60 

59 

28.3 

22 

3i 

47.2 

46.8 

48.0 

2.66 

2.87 

1. 91 

57-8 

— 

5i-7 

December  . . . 

54-3 

62 

56 

32.0 

27 

3i 

45-6 

44.4 

46.0 

4.09 

5-32 

3-74 

57-8 

— 

59-9 

The  year  1924 

73-8 

66.2 

64.4 

23.0 

32.5 

36.2 

50.2 

48.8 

5i -i 

35-22 

39-23 

35-46 

1653.8 

— 

1749.6 

Like  its  two  predecessors  the  year  1924  was  deficient  in  sunshine.  1653.8  hours  were  recorded  at  the  Totland 
Station  as  compared  with  a yearly  average  of  1,771.9.  The  year  was  a wet  one,  the  rainfall  varying  between 
32.96  inches  at  the  Ventnor  Hospital  and  44.80  inches  at  Pitt  Place,  Brighstone.  It  was  cooler  than  the  average, 

but  temperate. 
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